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Imagine living a life that no 
one knows about or talks 
about.  All your peers, your 
teachers, even cartoon 
characters have a place to 
live.  As adults how do we 
relate to the issues of a child 
experiencing homelessness? 
One way to talk to a child 
about the difficulties they face 
is through the use of 
literature.   
 
The Institute for Children, 
Poverty, and Homelessness 
(ICPH) publishes several 
books, some of which have 
accompanying workbooks, 
These books and work books 
address homelessness in a 
non threatening  and sensitive 

Children’s Books and Curricula Help Students 

Verbalize Hopes and Fears about Homelessness 

way. Several of these books 
can be viewed being read by 
popular authors on YouTube.  
 
Cooper’s Tale 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

feature=player_embedded&v=O

FCLXDqElB0  

Our Wish 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

feature=player_embedded&v=a

VKXwdtOHOE 

Saily’s Journey 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

feature=player_embedded&v=aP

1rrxKRF8o 

These and other books can 

be ordered from ICPH at 

http://www.icphusa.org/Book

store/Featured/  

 
For additional information 
about book, activities and 
DVD’s that are available, 
contact the Project HOPE 
NRV office at (540) 382-5100 
extension 1026. 

NRV School Districts  Report 362 Total Homeless in ‘12-‘13  

   
This is the first year that families staying in 

motels equal and exceed the families in 

shelters. Families living doubled up with other 

families are still the most prevalent form of 

homelessness. The VA Department of Ed. 

estimates that 10% of families receiving 

free or reduced lunch will be touched by 

homelessness in a year’s time. Based on 

that figure the number of children 

experiencing homelessness in a school 

year in the NRV could be as high as 867.  

School districts continue to strive to 

identify families  so that children receive 

services. In 2012-13, 38 children were 

identified as unaccompanied and 

homeless. Sixteen children were in pre-k.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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NRV Public School 

Homeless Liaisons: 

Floyd County 
Lisa Pluska  
pluskal@floyd.k12.va.us 
Office:  540-745-9400 
Fax:      540-745-9496 
140 Harris Hart Rd. NE 
Floyd, VA  24091 
 

Giles County 

Scott Meade 

dmeade@gilesk12.org 

Office: 540-921-1421 x16 

Fax:     540-921-1424 

151 School Road 

Pearisburg, VA  24134 

 
Montgomery County 

Aline Brinckman 

abrinckman@mcps.org 

Office:  540-382-5100  

                   x 1026 

Fax:      540-394-4449 

750 Imperial Street SE  

Christiansburg,VA 24073 

 
Pulaski County 

Jennifer Bartley, MSW 

jbartley@pcva.us 

Office:  540-994-2558 

Fax:      540-994-2514 

202 N.  Washington Ave. 

Pulaski, VA 24301 

 
Radford City 

Rob Graham 

rgraham@rcps.org  

Office:  540-731-3647 

Fax:      540-731-4419 

1612 Wadsworth Street 

Radford, VA 24141 

 

http://center.serve.org/nche/ind
ex.php       
This NCHE publication 
provides an overview of 
research on resilience as it 
relates to counteracting risk in 
at-risk children and youth, 
including children and youth 
experiencing homelessness. 
The concept of resilience has 
received increased attention 
recently in a growing body of 

Brief:  Research Summary: Resilience and At-risk 
Children and Youth 

literature that has reported not 
only the psychological and 
academic impacts of 
homelessness, but also has 
highlighted ways to strengthen 
the resilience of children and 
youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

Download the summary at 
http://center.serve.org/nche/do
wnloads/resilience.pdf  

 

NAEHCY Higher Education Helpline 

Professional Development Opportunity 

McKinney-Vento 101: 
Knowing and Applying the Law 

Tuesday, October 22, 2013 
2:00 - 3:30 pm ET  

(Please adjust for your time zone) 

Register for 
the webinar  

Webinar Description: In this interactive webinar, NCHE presenters will discuss the educational rights and 
protections provided to eligible students under the McKinney-Vento Act. Topics covered include:  
  Determining eligibility   Immediate Enrollment   School Selection   Transportation   Unaccompanied Youth 
  Coordination with Title IA 

Participants will be invited to discuss scenarios to apply the knowledge presented during the webinar.  

 

Project HOPE New River Valley 
 

For assistance with issues 

related to students 

experiencing homelessness 

accessing higher education, 

contact the NAEHCY Higher 

Education Helpline at 1 (855) 

446-2673 (toll-free) or 

highered@naehcy.org. 

The NAEHCY Higher Education 

Helpline offers assistance to: 

Financial Aid Administrators 

seeking to assist students 

experiencing homelessness with 

accessing financial aid 

Higher Education Professionals 

seeking to link homeless students 

with the supports they need to 

succeed in college. 

 

 

 

 

High School Counselors 

seeking to assist homeless 

students with applying to and 

finding resources to pay for 

college. 

State Coordinators for 

Homeless Education and 

Local Homeless Education 

Liaisons seeking to 

understand what educational 

rights students experiencing 

homelessness have in 

regards to college access and 

what support options may be 

available to them. 

Shelter Staff and Service 

Providers seeking to connect 

youth they are serving with 

resources to access higher 

education. 

 

Unaccompanied Homeless 

Youth who want to attend 

college but aren't sure what 

options are available to them 

to assist in paying for it. 

Parents of students 

experiencing homelessness 

who wish to understand what 

supports may be available to 

their children to help them 

attend college. 
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